What is
Wastewater Treatment?

This indicator tracks how well countries treat wastewater from households and industrial
sources before it is dumped into the environment. It tracks the performance of basic
wastewater management.
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Primary Treatment and Beyond
There are different levels of wastewater treatment. We consider the definition “at least primary
treatment,” which removes a lot of suspended solids and reduces biochemical oxygen demand. Extra
steps may be taken to treat the water further.
Methods

Chlorine sometimes
added for disinfection

Mechanical methods,
like filters and screens
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How do we know?
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The total amount of wastewater in the system,
from household and some industrial sources.

The proportion
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not connected
to the sewerage
networks
The total resident populationin a country.

Why does it matter?
Downstream
Effects of
Wastewater
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The downstream effects of
untreated wastewater are
bad for public health and the
health of aquatic ecosystems.
When pollutants enter the
water cycle, aquatic species
and humans can be
directly harmed through
infection or the disruption of
their biological development,
and they can be harmed
indirectly through
nutrient loading that causes
eutrophication.
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Do you know?

90%

80%

Up to 90% of wastewater in
in developing countries is
sent into rivers and open
water bodies.

80% of the world’s marine
pollution comes from sources
onland, and wastewater contributes to much of it.
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